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The 1872 Saint-Imier congress was a historic event. The following year Bakunin
would publish an open letter to the French Social-Democrats, known as the Open
Letter to the Social-Democrats, in which he emphasized his beliefs and went on to
call for an international conference of free communist anarchists to begin at the

Hague Congress. The doctrine of anarchy, as enunciated by the Anarchist Congress,
was based on the principles of the French Revolution. Bakunin referred to this fact,

noting that it was decided at this meeting that the new doctrine, a doctrine of
communist anarchism, was to be first and foremost the doctrine of the French
Revolution. That is, the "final solution" to the problem of the State lay in the
criticism of the State, through the anarchy. the dissolution of the State in the

dissolution of the social ties created by the State. Bakunin asserted that: "Anarchy,"
say we, "is liberty; in the concept of the Revolution, in the concept of civil society,
freedom was understood to be liberty, and not, for example, the freedom to steal;
and all who refute this concept by arguing that it is desirable, are the enemies of
liberty. " The second chapter focuses on how the distinction between sovereignty
and power has been used in a variety of theoretical contexts by Marx, Lenin, and

Bakunin. The dialectic between these two terms can be misleading since they
express a tension between absolutes: on the one hand, power or domination can be

taken to mean the ability to do anything one wants and on the other there is the
claim that the State must have a monopoly on authority The debate over who is

sovereign is relevant in that it highlights the tensions between absolute sovereignty
and State monopoly on political power. In short, the question of who is sovereign

actually reveals what is the issue at stake in that dispute.
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For the anarchists, it is not so much about
the ability to do anything one wants but
more to escape from the prison of the

State, and this is achieved when the State
ceases to exist, since the State does not
just control men but the technology they
use. In Bakunin, the two are inseparable,
especially in his writings from this period,
such as The Problem of Law, which were

written during the same time as the
Theologico-Political and The Reaction in
Russia. Within the context of the latter,
Bakunin sets out what he calls a state of

revolution, an ideal society formed on the
basis of the abolition of the State, where

men live their own lives and exercise their
own responsibilities in a non-bureaucratic
way. His view of society in the middle of
the 19th century was one of a baroque

world where power is less visible and more
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social. If the State controls certain things or
institutions, it is in people s name and for

their benefit, and then it is the moment for
people to be people and take care of their
own lives in their own way. which brings us

to what is perhaps the book most to my
mind, marx in soho. and while i can

applaud the book for the role it plays in
helping to breathe new life into bakunins
prescient radicalism, i can also see it for

what it is, a celebration of marxs own deep-
seated humanism and compassion for the

oppressed. although he is critical of
bakunin for failing to understand the praxis

of class struggle, marx is to be
commended for his attempts to break with

the authoritarianism and brutality that
have plagued human history. his insistence
that the true enemy of the oppressed is not
the state, but the state itself, is surely one
of the most significant insights of the entire

politicaland cultural history of the west.
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